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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 2991 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MILL MASS, EC 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR SPECIFICATIONS AND COST OF I-HAWK MISSILES 
REF: QUITO 2438 

1. EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED A LETTER PROM ECUADOREAN AIR FORCE 
(PAE) COMMANDER BG LUIS LEORO REQUESTING COMPLETE DATA ON 
AND OFPER OF HAWK MISSILES. LETTER MENTIONS SPECIPICATIONS, 

COST AND POSSIBILITIES POR FINANCING. IT NOTES THAT THE 

PAE MUST DEVELOP AN INTEGRATED AIR DEPENSE SYSTEM INCLUDING 
SHORT AND LONG RANGE RADAR, SECURE COMMUNICATIONS, AND A 
RADAR-CONTROLLED ANTI-AIRCRAPT ARTILLERY. THE LETTER 
ADDS THAT A RESPONSE ON THE HAWK WILL BE NECESSARY FOR THE 
PAE TO GIVE DUE CONSIDERATION TO THE RAYTHEON COMPANY OPFER. 

2. RAYTHEON REPS SHOWED EMBASSY ON MAY 6 A COPY OP A 
LETTER PROM THE MINISTRY OP DEPENSE TO THE MPA TRANS- 
MITTING THE LETTER TO US ON HAWK MISSILES AND ASKING 

THE MPA TO INSTRUCT ECUADOREAN AMBASSADOR TO WASHINGTON, 
GUSTAVO YCAZA, TO PUSH HARD POR A RESPONSE. 
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3. COMMENT: REPERENCE TO OPPER OP RAYTHEON COMPANY 
APPEARS TO BE A CLEAR ATTEMPT BY LEORO TO TIE PAVORABLE 
DECISION ON RAYTHEON OPFER OP AN AIR TRAPPIC CONTROL 
SYSTEM, WORTH SOME $I 10 MILLION, TO A PAVORABLE DECISION 
ON PROVIDING I-HAWK MISSILES. WHILE LETTER REPERS ONLY 
TO HAWK, WE ARE CERTAIN LEORO IS TALKING ABOUT THE I-HAWK. 
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EMBASSY HAS SENT A TEMPORIZING RESPONSE TO LEORO, AND WE WOULD 
PREEER TO AVOID A EINAL ANSWER AT LEAST UNTIL THE QUES- 
TIONS OF PROVIDING AN AIR DEFENSE SURVEY TEAM IS RE- 
SOLVED (REFTEL). AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, OUR HOPE 
IS THAT WE CAN GET THE GOE TO ACCEPT AN AIR DEFENSE SURVEY 
AND THAT SUCH A SURVEY WOULD NOT INDICATE A NEED FOR THE I-HAWK. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: EMBASSY REQUESTS THAT DEPARTMENT 
NOT TRANSMIT ANY DECISION ON A BRIEFING AND P&A DATE ON 
THE I-HAWK PENDING A DECISION ON THE AIR DEEENSE SURVEY 
TEAM. AN OFEER OF AN AIR DEFENSE SURVEY TEAM WOULD BE 

A BETTER WAY TO RESPOND TO LEORO'S LETTER THAN A ELAT DENIAL 
OE THE I-HAWK. 

5. COPY OF LETTER AND OUR INTERIM REPLY BEING POUCHED 
TO ARA/AND/E. 

BLOOMEIELD 
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